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T O THE 


CASE of the Paper-ſellers 


Humbly offered to this Preſent "0 


PARLIAMENT 


PAPERBILL. 


Wh, Hereas the Paper-ſellers of Londox being very ſenſible that the Bill offered to this honourable Houſe 
dy the New pany of White-Paper-makers would not anſwer the Name and pretended Deſign of 
it, but on the contrary be very deſtructive to the general Trade of Paper-making, and the Ruine 
of many hundreds of Families now maintained by the _— Selling and Working of all ſorts of 
Paper, did therefore Petition, as the Antient Paper-makers had before done, that the ſaid Bill might 
not paſs, and in a true ſtate of the Caſe and Circumſtances of Paper-making, have, as they 
conceive, made it appear that the ſaid Bill was contrived for ſiniſter ends and purpoſes of Private Men, 
and to carry on a Monopoly againſt the Common and Statute Laws of this Realm, and expreſly a- 
Jac. 1. cap. 3. againſt Monopolies and Diſpenſations with Penal Laws, and that the ſame doth no way 
tend to any publick Good, but would be very grievous to many of their Majeſties Subjects, which the faid New Company 
being not able to give a ſufficient Anſwer to, by ſeveral antzue and reflecting Papers, and other diinzenuous Practices 


! _ . 
2 1. 


have endeavoured+o infinuate, 


That they the ſaid Paper- ſellers have combined with divers Perſons to diſcourage and oppoſe the increafing of White 
Writing and Printing Paper in this Kingdom : It is therefore humbly offered. 

That the ſaid Paper-ſellers are, and will be ready when they ſhall have leave to be heard by their Councel, to make it 
appear as they now humbly aver ; that they have not in any of their Proceedings diſcouraged, and do not defire to ob- 
ſtruct the 2 greater quantities of White - Writing and Printing Paper in Exgland, which. is evident, in that the 
ſaid Paper. ſellers or the Antient Paper · makers, though they have ſuffered for fifteen Years paſt very much by the Paten- 
tees, interloping into their Trade and Livelihoods, have not endeavoured as they might have done to ſtop or binder the 
ſaid Patentees in their Proſecuting to make any ſort of White or Brown Paper, as they do at this preſent day, though 
they endeavour to conceal that they make Brown Paper; of all which ſorts the ſaid Paper-ſcllers have from time to 
time bought of them, and frequently adviſed and inſtructed them what ſorts of Paper were beſt for the Markets. 

That the ſaid Paper-ſellers can make it appear the late Patents and Grant for a Corporation to Monopolize the ſole 
making of White-Writing and Printing Paper were not only againſt Law, but have greatly hindred the making of that 
ManfaQture in Exgland, the Antient Paper-makers having been thereby threatned and over-awed from making thereof. 

The ſaid Paper-ſcllers do alſo moſt humbly offer that there is a conſiderable number of the Antient Paper-makers now 
working in Mills very proper for making of Writing and _—_ Paper, and have Workmen who by their Experience 

ri 


well know the beſt way of ſorting white Rags to make fine ting and Printing Paper, and by reaſon of the preſent 
hindrances from abroad, all the Artiſts in England are few enough to make a ſufficient ſupply of Paper for the neceſſary 
uſe of this Kingdom. 


And whereas the ſaid Companies laſt Paper doth infinuate that by their Bill is reſerved to the Antient Paper-makers 
the freedom of making any ſort of Paper of the value by them formerly made, the ſame is untrue, for that it will, if it 
ſhould paſs, confine them not to make any White-Writing or Printing Paper above the value of four Shillings per Ream, 
when as they have made many ſorts of a much greater value; behites i the faid New Company were as they have pre- 
tended to be the ſole Inventors and Artiſts of making ſuch ſorts, they need not deſire to confine others at all. 

There are many more Gontradictions and falſe Inſinuations contained in the ſaid New Company's Papers, which the ſaid 
Paper · ſellers to avoid Prolixity forbear to take notice of. 


The whole conſidered, it appears unneceſſary both in reſpect of the skillfulneſs of the Ancient Paper-makers in the ſaid 
Manufacture, and that they want no Stock nor Mills to manage the ſame, and that this Kingdom will be ſupplyed better 


by allowing a free and open Trade to all Perſons that are t up to, or underſtand, the making of all of Paper, 
* the New Companies Bill <7, $5 — 


| ing in the opinion of learned Council, to confirm a notorious Monopoly, and as ſuch will be 
attended with deſtructive and miſchevious conſequences to the Public, the ſaid Paper-ſellers moſt Humbly pray the ſaid Bill 
may not paſs into an Act. | | 
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